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m~°©±=~¬¢=o£¡°£~²§¬Multi-use trails, parks and recreation opportunities are essential components to a community’squality of life. The Town of Veteran is fortunate to have two major points for recreation both ownedand maintained by New York State Parks. Having these two areas of recreation is inviting and is anextra amenity that most rural towns do not have the pleasure of having so close to home. Educatingcurrent and incoming residents about the benefits of these two outdoor recreation resources isimportant.
`~²¦~°§¬£s~ªª£·=q°~§ªCatharine Valley Trail is a public, multi-use trail along theformer Chemung Canal and Northern Central railroadsystem. When completed the trail will be 12-miles long andwill connect Seneca Lake (Seneca Harbor Park) to HuckFinn Road in Veteran within Mark Twain State Park. Thetrail runs through Schuyler and Chemung countiesconnecting Watkins Glen, Montour Falls, Millport and PineValley.The trail system is a part of the New York State Parks system and is supported by a non-profitadvocacy group called “Friends of the Catharine Valley Trail.” This trail is open for use year-around and can accommodate walking, bicycling, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing andobserving wildlife. The Elmira-Chemung Transportation Council continues to initiate futureplanning efforts and seek additional funding to complete the trail to the Village of Horseheads.
j~°©=qµ~§¬=p²~²£=m~°©Ep~°§¬¥=b~¥ª£±=dª¤=`³°±£FSettled between Horseheads and Veteran, Mark Twain State Park is home to an 18-holeSoaring Eagles golf course. The park also has 3 miles of nature trails. This small state park hasa golf shop, clubhouse, driving range, practice putting greens and snack bar.
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j~°©=qµ~§¬=p²~²£=m~°©=Ej³°°~·=^²¦ª£²§¡=`£¬²£°FThe Murray Athletic Center is located just south of Pine Valley off New York State Route 14.The geodesic dome athletic complex facility is made up of three dome structures that featurea 3,200 seat hockey arena, a 2,000 seat gymnasium and a 38,000 square-foot field house. Thecomplex is located at 170 Huck Finn Road and is identified by a marquee sign that is placedalong New York State Route 14.Murray Athletic Center is home to the Elmira College Soaring Eagles men’s and women’s icehockey, tennis teams and women’s field hockey. The center also hosts public ice skating.Cheerleading competitions are held in the late fall and early spring for ages 6-18. Businessevents, including trade shows and recruiting forums are also held here.
k£µ=v°©=p²~²£p²~²£=_§¡·¡ª£=o³²£=NQNew York State Bicycle Route 14 is a signed, on-road bicycle route that extends 95 miles fromthe Pennsylvania state line south of Elmira to Sodus Point on the shores of Lake Ontario. TheNew York State designed bicycle route runs the entire length of the Town of Veteran,bordering the Town of Horseheads on the south and the Schuyler County line to the north.State Route 14 intersects New York State Bicycle Routes 5 and 17, the New York StateCanalway Trail, the New York State Seaway Trail and the Catharine Valley Trail.Town officials should strive to be involved in the future development of parks within the Town.Further, Veteran should keep in mind adjoining park projects that the Town may be interested indoing, as grant funding may be available to extend and improve both of these state parks. Lobbyingfor trail amenities such as bathrooms to be located along the trail close to small mom and pop shops,will capitalize on the proximity of these recreation facilities.The Town of Veteran may be able to attract small niche outdoor recreation business due to itsproximity to Catharine Valley Trail and navigable waters. Outdoor business such as kayak and canoedealers, sporting good clothing stores and camping equipment retailers are in demand in theSouthern Tier region.
`£«£²£°·There are five cemetery designations perstate law #291; National, Private,Municipal, Religious and Association. Bystate law Towns are exempt frommaintenance responsibility of bothprivate and religious cemeteries. Thereare a total of 15 cemeteries identifiedwithin the Town of Veteran. Thechallenge is identifying the type ordesignation of each cemetery as recordson some of the cemeteries are sparse. Arising issue within the Town, as well asother municipalities is when the familiesor groups that originally maintained andpaid for these cemeteries are no longer c§¥³°£=RW=p³ªª§´~¬´§ªª£=`£«£²£°·
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around, who maintains them. Family plots cannot become a Town obligation, due to lack ofdecedents available to continue maintenance. This problem will only grow as cremationbecomes more popular and fewer individuals are choosing to pay the high cost of burials,resulting in declining revenues for maintenance of the plots of the already deceased.Each cemetery must be treated individually as each should have supporting documentationdictating who owns and maintains the land. This must be based on facts. Municipalgovernments cannot maintain private property and therefore must be sure that a cemetery isnot private before stepping onto the land to maintain it. Some cemeteries may be determinedto be abandoned. After researching of records and contacting any necessary existing parties,this may be determined. If a cemetery is truly abandoned then the Town can deem it so andbegin to maintain the property. To resolve the issue of cemetery maintenance within theTown, extensive research on each cemetery will need to be completed to determine thecemetery’s designation and whether it is abandoned or not.
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p§ª±As glacial ice retreated some 9,000-10,000 years ago, surface debris was left behind. In addition tothe major moraines (great piles of sand and gravel left where the slowly melting face of a glacierdrops the load of material generated by scouring during the glacier’s advance) deposits of groundmoraine, glacial till, mantled the region. In the subsequent 10,000 year period these soils have, inmany places, been overlaid by and mixed with other material deposited by wind and water and byhumus derived from forest that covered the areas.Veteran is home to 67 different types of soils. With the two predominate soils as VoC and VoB,occurring in 284 different areas of the Town and accounting for 32,977,892.9 acres
q~ ª£=PW==p§ªq·®£

When evaluating the hydrologic soil groups (see Map 11) there exist primarily soils groups C andsome small areas of A soils to the southern portion of the Town. See Jim Turenne’s definition of soilgroups below.
.̂ Soils with low runoff potential. Soils

having high infiltration rates even
when thoroughly wetted and consisting
chiefly of deep, well drained to
excessively well-drained sands or
gravels.

_. Soils having moderate infiltration rates
even when thoroughly wetted and
consisting chiefly of moderately deep to
deep, moderately well drained to well
drained soils with moderately fine to
moderately coarse textures.

.̀ Soils having slow infiltration rates even when thoroughly wetted and consisting chiefly of
soils with a layer that impedes downward movement of water, or soils with moderately
fine to fine textures.

a. Soils with high runoff potential. Soils having very slow infiltration rates even when
thoroughly wetted and consisting chiefly of clay soils with a high swelling potential, soils
with a permanent high water table, soils with a claypan or clay layer at or near the
surface, and shallow soils over nearly impervious material.

Turenne, Jim. Hydrologic Soil Groups. NE Soil.com, 26 Jan. 2012. Web. Retrieved on 10 Feb. 2012. <
http://nesoil.com/hydrologic.html>

p§ª=q·®£ c°£¯³£¬¡· p§ª=^¡°£~¥£m£°¡£¬²~¥£=¤
qµ¬VoC 141 16.7069 9.95%VoB 143 26.3603 15.93%TOTAL 1735 23669.09 100%
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Veteran suffers from much slower infiltration than other areas with primarily C soils. This indicatesthat runoff issues may be more severe at times due to such slow infiltration rates.Soil conservation is key to preventing contamination of local waters bysoil, fertilizers and pesticide residues. Using soil conservation practicesclean water can be maintained in three ways: diversion of water aroundthe farmland, filtering of water though the soil and groundcovers toprovide a protective barrier to break the force of raindrops.While the soil infiltration tends to be low throughout the Town,fortunately the Town only has a few areas of steep slope where erosionwould be of great concern. In Map 12 areas of steeper slope, depicted inred, orange and pink are only in a few concentrated areas and tend to beclose to the Village of Millport’s boundaries in the North Western cornerof the Town; occurring only sporadically throughout the rest of the Town.Taking precautions and enforcing slope development restrictions of over10% will help to prevent erosion and runoff issues (see Chapter 4recommendations).
mlif`vWq¦£=qµ¬=µ§ªª=µ°©=²=®°£´£¬²=£°±§¬=~¬¢=°³¬¤¤K

ob`ljjbka^qflkW

P¢K b¢³¡~²£=ª~¬¢µ¬£°±=~¬¢=¤~°«£°±=¬=±§ª=¡¬±£°´~²§¬=®°~¡²§¡£±K

c§¥³°£=UWc~°«I=g¦¬±¬=o~¢

c§¥³°£=TWp²££®=pª®£I
o³²£=NP



Town of Veteran Comprehensive Plan
Chapter 3 - Natural Resources

Page 37

j~®=NNW==qµ¬=¤=s£²£°~¬=e·¢°ª¥§¡=p§ª±



Town of Veteran Comprehensive Plan
Chapter 3 - Natural Resources

Page 38

j~®NOW==qµ¬=¤=s£²£°~¬=p²££®=pª®£±


